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Chinese investors are fast abandoning Australia as a frosty bilateral relationship 
dampens trade, with a report showing Chinese investment in Australia nosedived by 
almost 70 per cent last year to the lowest level since 2007. 

Key points: 
• Chinese firms are turning away from investing in Australia in favour of Europe 

and South America 
• But they still hold vast land, water, energy and mining assets 
• Experts say while there Chinese-Australian tensions are easing, investors are 

not returning anytime soon 

A report by KPMG and The University of Sydney found Chinese firms laid out 
$778 million in Australia in 2021, compared to $2.5 billion in 2020.  

At its peak in 2008, when Beijing desperately needed natural resources to boost the 
economy, investors from China splurged about $US16.2 billion  ($19.1bn based on 
2008 exchange rate) in Australia, which was 24 times more than last year. 

The number of deals last year almost halved to 11, from 20 in 2020. Four transactions 
— related to acquiring iron ore and lithium mines — accounted for most of the total 
Chinese investment inflows last year. 



More on  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-06-22/chinese-investment-in-australia-
plunges-70-per-cent/101048340 
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